A Cigarette Box with a Personal Touch
By David Hoexter and Michael Weinberg
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over the stalk of a tobacco plant. This
basic design remained in use for about
100 years, although it appears that most
boxes were printed without Albert Weinberg’s name.
One has to assume that Weinberg
chose to market the package of 100
cigarettes in the transfer printed ceramic box as the ‘top of the line. In fact,
“Sobranie” is a Slavic word for an official
meeting place of important people,
which according to the website www.
jti.com , reflects “Weinberg’s intention
to create a luxury brand in the emerging tobacco market of the late 1800s”.
If the box lids do not have a transfer
printed label, they have a paper label
attached to the interior. The three labels
we’ve seen differ somewhat in appearance but each is from “Robert Lewis,
Cigar, Cigarette & Tobacco Merchant,
St James’s Street, London, S.W.1”. One
label places Lewis at 19, the other two at
20, St. James Street. Robert Lewis (now
J. J. Fox) was founded in 1787. According to our Internet source “Olga”, Lewis
was Albert Weinberg’s first customer. It
is likely that the owner of the lid/box
would return it to a retailer, such as
Robert Lewis, for a refill. This practice
would somewhat ameliorate the presumably elevated cost of the box and lid.
There are no potter’s marks on our
Weinberg example, but one of the six
other examples we have seen bears the
mark “Manufactured by / S. Fielding &
Co. Ltd. / Stoke-On-Trent / England”.
The mark appears on the base of the
box. Fielding operated from 1880 -1917.
We don’t know the precise period of
time that this particular box was made,
but the primary source of information
on transfer-printed advertising containers (Ronald Dale, Price Guide to Black
and White Pot-Lids, Woodbridge, Suffolk: Antique Collector’s Club, Inc. 1977.
Paperback 1987) dates this pattern 1900
– 1910.
The Sobranie Cigarette box is a wonderful example of transfer printed advertising, and as such is included in the
TCC Database with separate entries for
the base and the lid. The Database also
includes examples of another cigarette
box base and lid, with the name Navrati
Extra.
3 views of the transfer printed Balkan Sobranie Cigarette Box.
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